AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
ISSUE 6 – OCTOBER 22, 2021
Celebrating Pillars in the District

In our last issue, we celebrated the work of our Assistant Principals and
Principals for National Principals’ Month. During the month of October we also
celebrate our Food Service employees through National School Lunch Week and
our Transportation teams during National Bus Safety Week. In this edition, I want
to take the time to celebrate our Food Service and Transportation teams. These
two departments are pillars in CASD providing our students nourishing meals as
well as ensuring our students arrive safely to and from school. These
employees work tirelessly to ensure that our students are properly taken care
of and ready to learn. Please ensure that you take the time to stop and thank
your cafeteria workers and bus drivers for all they do!

Did you know?

Throughout the pandemic, our CASD Food
Service Department provided 559,346 meals to
our community. Now that schools have returned
to in-person learning, we continue to offer free
breakfast and lunch meals to all students in our
schools. According to the CDC, research shows
that students who participate in the school meal
programs consume more whole grains, milk, fruits,
and vegetables during mealtimes and have better overall diet quality, than
nonparticipants. Additionally, eating breakfast at school is associated with better
attendance rates, fewer missed school days, and better test scores.

Your Feedback Matters
As we continue to improve transportation services, a Release Your Seat

transportation survey was sent to families. This information will better position
us to improve scheduling, routing and communication. To complete the survey,
you can click here.

Homecoming 2021

We have a week full of activities to celebrate Homecoming. We are all looking
forward to seeing our Red Raiders host the Bishop Shanahan Eagles, this Friday
at 7:00 PM. Please come out to support our football team, who now have an
impressive 7-1 record! We wrap up the week with the Homecoming dance on
Saturday. Please act responsibly and enjoy your weekend! Go Raiders!!

Important
Upcoming
Dates

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, October 26, 2021
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL @ CASH
Friday, October 29, 2021
K-12 PARENT CONFERENCES
(NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS)
Monday, November 1, 2021
ELECTION DAY - NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, November 2, 2021

Sincerely,
Tomás Hanna, Superintendent
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Project Lead the Way at
King’s Highway
5th

Graders at King’s Highway set up a Space Science
Exhibit during Project Lead the Way (PLEW) /STEM. Their
design challenge was to research and create Google Slides
about a space science topic. 3rd Graders visited the
exhibit and were excited to learn from the 5th Graders!

East Fallowfield Learns
About Healthy Habits

During Project Lead the Way, kindergarten
students developed an understanding of
keeping their bodies healthy and how food
affects growth, gross motor skills (muscles),
the heart, teeth, and eyes. Students explore
more about healthy bodies and discover career
connections as they learn about wellness
checks at the pediatrician, dentist, and
optometrist.
East Fallowfield was lucky to have Jaclyn
Gleber, RDH, MEd, PhD a Dental Hygienist from
ChesPenn Health Services come in to teach us
how we can keep our teeth healthy and strong!
The students got to explore and practice
brushing and flossing teeth on stuffed
animals! They loved it!

2nd Graders have been investigating and classifying
different kinds of materials by their observable properties
in PLTW/STEM. They also explored how matter changes
states (solids, liquids, gases) due to changes in
temperature. During their final design challenge,
students used what they knew about insulators to design
coolers to keep ice pops from melting.
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CASH Students Attend Morgan Truck Welding Program
For students at CASH seeking a hands-on learning
environment, Morgan Truck Body LLC offers a great
opportunity. Seniors who participate in this program
attend classes at the High School in the morning
and spend their afternoons onsite at Morgan Truck
in Morgantown, PA learning welding skills that they
can carry into a lucrative career.
Morgan Truck Body dates back to 1952 and has
grown exponentially over the last 69 years. With
manufacturing plants and service facilities spread
across North America, Morgan is now the largest
manufacturer of light to medium-duty truck bodies
in the US. Morgan's mission is to design, build, sell,
and support the most reliable truck bodies in the
world, driving towards our vision as the preferred
global partner providing innovative middle mile
solutions connecting the world’s supply chain.

(Left to Right: Alfonso Silva – Weld Trainer, Michael Estes, Nathanael Fink,
James Chase Campbell, and Raymond Sanabria – Weld Trainer)

Although this is a training program, students have the opportunity to be trained in a true
working environment where they can shadow and learn welding skills from professionals.
At Morgan Truck Body, welders work in a manufacturing plant environment and are
responsible for operating a multitude of welding equipment working primarily on
aluminum, steel, and galvanneal, which requires a high grade of skill. Our students begin
the semester in classroom and practice lab training, where they learn about safety
precautions, gear, tools, and operations of the equipment and overall plant. They are
quizzed to ensure they understand the fundamentals and review of these concepts
regularly.
Once the students have met standards in the classroom and in the practice lab, they come
out onto the floor and are paired with Weld Techs and Weld Trainers to apply their skillset
to professional projects. They are taught everything that they would need to know as a
Welder working at the manufacturing plant. Sandy Strausser, Plant Trainer and HR
Coordinator for Morgan Truck Body, says, “They will be learning a lot of different skills.
Just having the knowledge of welding and getting the certification doesn’t mean all they’ll
ever be able to weld is a truck body. They’ll have the welding experience to apply to jobs
they encounter in the future.”
At the end of the program, students complete weld tests which
certify that they are able to complete the associated skills and tasks
of a professional welder within the Morgan Truck Body company.
Welders need to be recertified at each place of employment, but
having been certified previously goes a long way in being a
qualified candidate for a job. If students complete the program to
the standards of Morgan Truck Body, they may be offered full-time
employment there upon graduation.
If you are interested in learning more about this program and the
benefits it can offer to you and your future career, please get in
touch with your Guidance Counselor. You must be at least 17 years
of age to participate.
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6th Grade Students Act Out Emotions

Students in Ms. Bird’s 6th Grade English Language Arts class at Scott are focusing on how emotion is conveyed
using dialogue, tone of voice, facial expressions, and gestures, students worked in small groups to create scripts and
perform short skits that included these elements. Students were given a particular scenario (such as a student
receiving a math test back from his or her teacher), but each group was assigned a different emotion to portray.
Students were only aware of the emotion that their specific group was assigned. During the performances, the other
groups attempted to guess the emotion based on the dialogue, facial gestures, and physical actions of the
performing group. The students were extremely engaged in this activity and did a fabulous job acting out as well as
guessing the various emotions. Later, students wrote a short narrative about the same scenario, as they practiced
using precise details to show emotion.
Ms. Bird is piloting a new program called Amplify English Language Arts and is excited to see her students’
confidence grow in both reading and writing. “We wrote our first narrative piece at the beginning of September,” she
said. “Many of my students wrote a one sentence story. Just one month later, most students were writing well over 56 detailed sentences. I had a line of students who wanted to share their stories with me! It’s so exciting!”

(Left to Right: Peyton Henry, Amerie Flamer, Journee Thompson, Annaliese Stork)

(Left to Right: Sen’cier Jacks, Caden Weeks, Cardair Smith)

Kindergarten Students Enjoy a Classic Tale

Students in Mrs. Schuler’s kindergarten classroom at
Caln are finishing up their Nursery Rhymes and Fables
Unit. Last week, Mrs. Schuler read aloud the final story
from the unit. Students made predictions about the
outcome of the fable, identified the main lesson or
morale of the fable, and demonstrated an understanding
of several new vocabulary words including boasting,
darted, and steadily. Mrs. Schuler is piloting a new
English Language Arts program called CKLA.
Mrs. Schuler shared, “We are having so much fun
learning about fairy tales and fables! Each day we delve
into one or two new vocabulary words, identifying
rhyming words, understanding characters, comparing
stories, singing, dancing and so much more!”
Students learned that you can be more successful by
doing things slowly and steadily than by acting quickly
and carelessly. Can you guess what fable they read?
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Fire Safety at
King’s Highway

Fire Chief Jon Kromer from the Chester County
Department of Emergency Services visited
King’s Highway and provided a great
presentation to our students for Fire
Prevention Month. Our students enjoyed what
the EMTs, Fire Fighters, and Police shared with
them about fire safety.

Algebra Walk at the Intermediate High School
Mrs. Pearson’s Math classes ventured
outside to experience an activity called
“The Algebra Walk ”. This activity provided
her students the opportunity to use the
elements of an xy-coordinate system as
they became “human points” and simulated
movement of points on the xy-coordinate
system. This helped students understand
the role of coordinates, why they form
ordered pairs, the rules for moving from the
origin to a specific point on the grid, and
the effect that the constant and coefficient
have on a linear graph in the slopeintercept form, y=mx+b.

Celebrating National Hispanic
Heritage Month at Caln

Students in Miss Olsen’s class are engaged in learning about several
Spanish Speaking Countries for National Hispanic Heritage Month. While
exploring Mexico, they came across a common decoration used in
festivities called Papel Picado, a popular enchanting Mexican art form with
roots grounded in the country’s ancient cultures.
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Math Teachers Introduce IXL

On October 11, 2021, teachers across the district received
training on a research-based intervention program called
IXL. IXL is a personalized learning system that allows
teachers to assign skills to individual students and classes.
Our mathematics teachers will begin using this program in
trials over the next couple of months.
IXL is a user-friendly site that allows students access to
practice problems either assigned by their teacher or
chosen from a course pathway. IXL generates problem sets
that allow for immediate feedback, remediation if
questions are answered incorrectly, an increase in rigor if
questions are answered correctly, and virtual ribbons for
excellence.

JROTC Honor Guard Wins at Cherokee Drill Competition

Our competitors: Rylee Stagg, Kevin Barker, Russell Alexander, Cameron
Harrison, Tyler Leed, Nathanael Sweeney, Ryan Railing, Gissela Lopez-Suero
Our coaches: Orlando Villafane, Brandon Shilling, Wried Betzel, Nathanael
Felter
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The PA-771 AFJROTC Honor Guard shined at
the Cherokee High School drill competition
this past Saturday, October 16th. The
competition is normally just for first-year
cadets, but due to the pandemic cancelling
last year's competition, second-year cadets
were also allowed to compete. Cadets trained
in the morning and competed in the
afternoon. There were nine JROTC units
competing in three different events. Our
cadets earned first-place in the Color Guard
event, second place in the Armed Regulation
event, and second place overall.
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The Impact of Charter School Funding

The Coatesville Area School District recently received a
request to pay two Charter Schools nearly $5 million
dollars based on a belief that CASD underpaid them
during the last school year. We fundamentally disagree
and plan to address this. Under the terms of
Pennsylvania Charter School Law, the request made by
the two Charter Schools could lead to funds being
redirected from the CASD budget to the Charter schools.
This was an unexpected request that was not budgeted
for this 2021-2022 fiscal year and would be detrimental
to the operations of the CASD. The District is firm in its belief that the charter schools’ legal position is clearly contrary
to law, and the District will take the necessary steps to protect its interests and the interests of the residents of the
District. While are hopeful that a resolution will be reached, the District will be steadfast in protecting its rights and
interests.
As we continue to take on the issue of fair funding, our intent is to ensure law makers are reminded how the Charter
School Law adversely impacts the District and your child’s education. You can also click here to write to your local
legislators requesting support in this matter. It’s simple, enter your contact information and your letter will be
automatically sent to your corresponding legislative office. For more information on this topic please visit the Fair
Funding section of our website by clicking here.

Safety Volunteers at LaMancha Animal Rescue

Last weekend, some of the student Safety Patrol members
volunteered an hour and half out of their Sunday afternoon to
give back to their community. Thirteen Safeties attended the
volunteer event in which they learned about the history of
LaMancha and got to socialize with some puppies that are up for
adoption. The students thoroughly enjoyed their time with the
animals.
The second half of the Safeties are eagerly waiting for their time
to volunteer on Sunday, November 7th.
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Robert Ross:
A Man of Many Talents

If you’ve ever had the chance
to step into Mr. Ross’ History
or AP Psychology class at
Coatesville Area Senior High
School, you have been met
with a gallery of beautiful
images taken by Mr. Ross
himself. The walls are lined
with photos of antique boats against magnificent sunsets – some of
which are award-winning and have been published worldwide. Mr.
Ross enjoys travelling to new and exciting places, which are well
represented through his photographs.

PAWs at Rainbow

At Rainbow, PAW stands for Principals’
Awesome Wildcat! It is an acknowledgement
given to students who followed the Wildcat
Code:

Be Responsible
Be Respectful
Be Safe

These students show up for school each day
ready to learn and contribute to a great
school environment. Keep it up, Wildcats!

Mr. Ross not only takes photos of antique sailboats, but he also
buys, restores, and resells them. Although many of his projects
need cosmetic work, he has also been met with more elaborate
projects that take patience and great attention to detail to
complete. More recently, he restored a sailboat which was one of
only twelve ever made. His buyer was thrilled to be able to own
such a unique piece that had been expertly restored to its original
glory.
When he doesn’t have a camera or tools in his hands, Mr. Ross
enjoys writing. He has had articles published in BOAT/US Magazine,
Chesapeake Bay Magazine, and local community newspapers. He
has a natural ability to write tongue-in-cheek humor, but has also
written more serious works including a PR piece for a local Kungfu
studio. Mr. Ross has even published two novels, which he may
develop into a trilogy when he finds time.
Throughout the pandemic, many people developed new hobbies,
and despite his plethora of other hobbies, Mr. Ross dove into a new
one – beekeeping. He got the hives, bought the bees, and
successfully harvested honey in his first season. He even supported
a local business, Swarmbustin’ Honey, who
has ties to Coatesville.
Everything Mr. Ross does comes down to
one simple philosophy. “We are not
guaranteed tomorrow, so we need to live
today.” We have only scratched the
surface of his talent and experience, so
if you have the chance, sit down with Mr.
Ross and learn more about him. He’ll
have a story or two.
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Please join us for our
District Science Fair!
Saturday, January 15, 2022
10:00am – 3:00pm
CASH Cafeteria
The CCIU is hosting a Science Fair Family Workshop to
help guide you and your child through the science fair
process. The cost is $5 which includes a beverage and
snack. You can register here for one of the dates below:
Saturday October 23 10:00am – 12:00pm
Thursday October 28 6:00pm – 8:00pm

First Grade Data
Collectors
Mrs. Norton's first grade class at East
Fallowfield collected data and
organized it with tally marks. The
students worked together collecting
the data while playing Rock, Paper,
Scissors. It was a fun day of learning!
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Recognizing Raiders: Employee Spotlights
We are so lucky in the Coatesville Area School District to have some of the most dedicated and caring teachers and staff in
the world! This year, we want to highlight a few of our favorite teachers and staff who help us learn and grow every day.

Michael Murphy
Technology

East Fallowfield
Principal Melissa Willis

Nominated by North Brandywine Teacher Karen Smith

Nominated by East Fallowfield Parent Melissa LaPish

“Michael is patient and supportive beyond
expectation. He is attentive immediately in a calm a
friendly manner. He handles most things immediately
as if it was the easiest thing. He is AMAZING! I
appreciate his attentiveness and patience!”

“Principal Willis is amazing with all her students. She
goes extremely above and beyond for the students
who are struggling. No matter if it is behavioral
struggles, mental, emotional, or physical. She will
work with the parents and child to best equip them
with the tools and strategies they need or to best
place them in the environments where they will strive
to excellence. She is patient, loyal, kind, very upfront,
and straight to the point. She has helped students
get supports and services they desperately needed
that they struggled getting themselves. She has also
guided parents through the process, no matter what
questions or hurdles they’ve faced. She is just
amazing! I don’t think there is one student in that
building that she doesn’t know their name, along
with an interest of theirs. She has a different unique
relationship with each child in that building. All the
students love her and trust her! She really treats
every child like they are her very own!”

Recognizing Raiders
We are so lucky in the Coatesville Area School District
to have some of the most dedicated and caring
teachers and staff in the world! This year, we want to
highlight a few of our favorite teachers and staff who
help us learn and grow every day.
Nominations are welcome from anyone who recognizes
the excellence in someone who dedicates their time to
our schools and always goes the extra mile! Please use
the form below to nominate someone to be recognized
in our next issue!

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION FORM
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Kindergarten Registration
2022-2023 School Year
Welcome Class of 2035!
Kindergarten pre-registration is officially open!
The Coatesville Area School District is so excited to begin
its partnership with you to prepare your child for his or her
future. A child's early years are the foundation for success
both academically and emotionally. The kindergarten
registration process can be completed online. Please
access the 2022-2023 Kindergarten Pre-Registration form
by clicking on links below:
English

Spanish

In addition to basic information about your child, please
be prepared to upload copies of the following documents:
Consent forms, registration information, and
other important details are located on the
Chester County Health Department website.

· Birth Certificate
· Immunization Records
· Proof of Residency
Please click here to determine which Elementary School
your child will attend.
Coatesville Area School District Elementary Schools
· Caln Elementary: 610-383-3760
· East Fallowfield Elementary: 610-383-3765
· King’s Highway Elementary: 610-383-3775
· Rainbow Elementary: 610-383-3780
· Reeceville Elementary: 610-383-3785
Should you have any general questions or concerns
pertaining to the online registration process, please do not
hesitate to contact our central registration team at 610466-2400.
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School Board Updates

Adopt a Teacher
Just a reminder that there are still time to adopt a
teachers and/or staff member! Make sure to check
the ‘Teacher Lists’ to see if the staff member you
want has already been adopted.
If you are new to this program and would like to
learn more about how you can adopt, please head
over to the Adopt-a-Coatesville Teacher Facebook
Page or read more about this program on
their website. If you have any questions about the
program, you can also email them at adopt-ateacher@outlook.com.

The Coatesville Area School Board met on Tuesday,
October 12, 2021. The full meeting agenda can be
found here and you can watch the recording here.
Lori Diefenderfer, Director of Business Administration,
made a presentation on the financial impact of the
current model of Charter School funding. You can
view that presentation here.
Tim Guider, Director of Development & Engineering
for ICS Consulting, Inc. made a presentation on the
Master Planning Project for the Facilities Strategic
Planning Process. That presentation can be found
here.
Concerns were raised about the gate installed on the
Foundry Road campus access point. A follow-up
meeting is being scheduled with Superintendent
Hanna and the residents of Carver Court to address
this issue.

REMINDER for
FOOTBALL GAMES
We are excited to see our Red Raider fans at our
home football games, but want to remind our
students and parents that students in grades 7 or
younger must be accompanied by an adult

chaperone at all times at our games, and must
enter only through the home gate. Everyone is

eager to get out and socialize after the year we’ve
just been through, and we are happy to see our
students of all ages. However, for safety reasons,
we must ask that adults stay with students in
grades 7 or younger throughout the entire game.
We ask that students and parents respect the rule
that spectators remain in the bleachers
throughout the game unless using the restroom
or vising the concession stands. Please don’t
stand along the fences in front of the bleachers.
We also ask spectators to remain on the
appropriate side of the field.
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Policy 137 Home Education Programs was brought to
discussion. Currently, the policy indicates that a
student in the Home Education Program at the
secondary level can participate in up to two courses
at the high school. The Board would like to advise the
administration to move forward with the rewriting of
the policy, eliminating the opportunity for
homeschooled students to attend TCHS, but to allow
the students who are already enrolled to complete
their program of study regardless of revisions.
Another aspect of the current policy indicates that a
student in the Home Education Program may access
Special Education services (OT, PT, Speech) within the
school district. The Board would like to advise the
administration to revise the policy so that our Special
Education homeschooled students would obtain these
services in the home. This policy is under review and
up for continued discussions.
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