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Teams Compete in STEM Design Challenge
How can we engineer solutions to the environmental issues impacting our world? Teams of fifth and sixth graders 
from King's Highway, Rainbow, and Scott tackled this question as part of the recent STEM Design Challenge 
hosted by the Chester County Intermediate Unit. Under the direction of Miss Kaptur, Gifted Education Teacher, 
teams spent several months moving through each stage of the engineering design process, from brainstorming 
problems, to researching existing solutions, to prototyping and testing their own creative ideas. Using K'Nex, 
teams built a variety of inventions from tree-planting robots to boats that filter trash out of the ocean. 

Six teams were selected to showcase their teams' prototypes, design process, and blueprints in a live competition 
with teams from around the county. The team "Winner's Cub" from King's Highway including Paul Carpenter, Ian 
Porter, and Cameron Schwenk received first honorable mention (fourth place) in the elementary division and were 
commended by the judges for their impressive creativity and problem solving shown in their trash-collecting 
beach robot. Congratulations to all of our future engineers who showcased the teamwork and innovation that 
make Coatesville great!

https://www.casdschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/coatesvilleSD
https://twitter.com/CoatesvilleASD
https://www.instagram.com/coatesvilleasd/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9Okmi68b5LSnLcZD0E6L_Q


All 5 CASD Elementary Schools Receive National 

Recognition for Commitment to Empowering Students
Coatesville Area School District’s five elementary schools have 
been recognized as a 2022-23 Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Distinguished 
Schools. They are 5 of the 492 schools across the United States to receive 
this honor for providing broad access to transformative learning 
experiences for students through PLTW Launch. PLTW is a nonprofit 
organization that serves millions of PreK-12 students and teachers in 
schools across the U.S.

The PLTW Distinguished School recognition honors schools committed to 
increasing student access, engagement, and achievement in their PLTW

programs. To be eligible for the designation, schools had to have more than 75 percent of the student 
body participating in the program and had to offer at least one PLTW Launch module at each grade level 
during the 2021-22 school year. 

“We are proud to recognize Caln Elementary, East Fallowfield Elementary, King’s Highway Elementary, 
Rainbow Elementary, and Reeceville Elementary for their commitment to providing students with 
exceptional educational experiences while ensuring equitable access to PLTW programs,” said Dr. David 
Dimmett, PLTW President and CEO. "We congratulate them on this achievement and celebrate their 
important work empowering students with the knowledge and skills to succeed, not only in STEM subjects, 
but also more generally in life and career."

Mrs. Nafe and Mrs. Eller have been focused on Culture and Storytelling with the students at North 
Brandywine Middle School. Throughout a month full of events, students got to hear the choir sing “This is 
Me” from the Greatest Showman, participate in a scavenger hunt with the book, “Oliver West! It’s Time to 
Get Dressed!” written by Kelly Louise and Illustrated by Rebecca Sinclair, and got the opportunity to 
speak with the author and illustrator of the book. Lastly, Eric McCain came to speak to our students about 
the power of spoken word through poetry. Keep on reading North Brandywine Students!

7th Grade Students Explore Culture and Storytelling

http://www.pltw.org/


Wrestlers Receive Statewide Academic Recognition
Each year, the Pennsylvania Wrestling Coaches Association (PWCA) selects an All-Academic Team of 
student athletes who excel both on the mat and academically. Students are honored by being selected for 
First Team, Second Team, or Honorable Mention. Any current high school wrestler who is enrolled in a 
public or accredited private school in PA, meets the GPA eligibility standard, and is planning to continue 
their education beyond high school can apply for recognition.

Congratulations to the following Red Raider wrestlers who were recognized by the 
PWCA as members of the All-State Academic Team! 

Andrij Szczesniuk
1st Team

Evan Seagreaves
3rd Team

Matt Luton
Honorable Mention

Dylan McGuire
Honorable Mention

Scott 6th Grade Students had the opportunity to attend a Mental Health Fair hosted by the Coatesville 
Youth Initiative (CYI). The theme of the Mental Health Fair was "Wellness." Students listened to speakers 
discuss strategies to help them maintain physical and mental health. The weather even cooperated, and 
students got some time outside to learn to juggle! Thank you to CYI for sponsoring this event and working 
with our students!

Coatesville Youth Initiative Hosts Mental Health Fair



On April 18, King’s Highway Elementary hosted a STEM Family Night, hosted by Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. 
Bentley, with the help of the Student Council and STEM Club. All the students involved in Student Council 
and STEM Club hosted their own STEM related stations where families could visit and learn through a fun 
and engaging hands-on activity!

The Pennsylvania Society for Biomedical Research 
(PSBR) recently sponsored a contest to encourage 
students from Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and New 
Jersey to explore the connection between biomedical 
research and their lives. The contest provided the 
opportunity for students to conduct research and 
illustrate different aspects of biomedical research 
and science through art. Scott Sixth Grade Student 
Colby Palomeque selected the topic “Animal 
Research Saves Lives,” and learned all about how 
research with fruit flies has allowed us to learn more

Student Wins Biomedical Research Poster Contest

about pharmaceutics, genetics, cancer, and even brain diseases that affect humans. Colby’s impressive 
poster was selected as a winner. In addition to receiving a cash prize, his work will be featured in PSBR’s 
annual calendar. Congratulations Colby!

King’s Highway Hosts STEM Night



East Fallowfield is happy to partner with Compass 
Mark for the Positive Action program. Presenters 
visit 4th and 5th grade classrooms once a week to 
promote healthy life choices. Pictured here, Mrs. 
Hines and her 4th grade class used puppets to 
learn how we all have the power to pull our own 
strings. Each student received a green piece of 
string as a reminder that they can control their own 
destiny!

Compass Mark 

Positive Action Program

Earth Day Family Night
On Thursday, April 20, Reeceville hosted its Earth Day Family Night. Families had a chance to visit the 
book fair before a special presentation titled "Insects Rule!" with Keith Williams of the Lancaster 
Conservancy. Families enjoyed a gallery walk of student artwork and poetry on their way to visit 
information tables for ESL summer resources, district literacy information, and our Garden Club. Children 
also had an opportunity to create their own craft insects! Even if you don't like real bugs, you would love 
the beautiful and colorful creations our children made.

A special thank you to Mrs. Brier, Mrs. Williams, and Ms. DeRita for organizing such a wonderful evening. 
Also, thank you to members of our Future Leaders Club for acting as student ambassadors for the 
evening.



Employee Spotlight: Tennille Bunch

“Ms. Tennille has been an amazing addition to our staff this year. Ms. 
Tennille is one of the first faces our students see each morning as they come 
through the breakfast line and she always greets them by name and with a 
smile. She is always happy and spreads positive energy wherever she goes. 
She goes above and beyond for our students, even attending after school 
events to support them! It is a true blessing having Ms. Tennille as part of 
our East Fallowfield family!”

– Submitted by Melissa Willis, East Fallowfield Principal

We are so lucky in the Coatesville Area School District to have some of the most dedicated and caring teachers and 
staff in the world! We want to highlight the teachers and staff who are making a big impact on our students and 
families. If you have a special story to share about someone who works in our district, REACH OUT! Your story 

could land them a spotlight in a future issue of Around Our Schools.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE A NOMINATION

Reminder: Keystone Exams This Month
Our students in grades 3-8 have been working hard over the last few weeks taking their PSSA tests. We are so proud 

of their hard work throughout this school year and for always doing their best!
High school students, it’s your turn! Keystone Exams will be given May 15 – May 18, with makeup exams taking place 
immediately following that. Contact your principal or school counselor with questions or concerns about the exam.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz2Nie-FRwRnStg-14kRkY8TrIAAD6Ifp5zJqK4iWgydTZMw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Welcome Class of 2036! 

Kindergarten Pre-Registration is officially open!

The Coatesville Area School District is so excited to begin 
its partnership with you to prepare your child for his or 
her future. A child's early years are the foundation for 
success both academically and emotionally. The 
kindergarten registration process can be completed 
online. Please access the 2023-2024 Kindergarten 
Registration form by clicking on links here:   

English Spanish

In addition to basic information about your child, please 
be prepared to upload copies of the following 
documents: (1) Birth Certificate  (2) Immunization 
Records  (3) Proof of Residency

Please click here to determine which Elementary School 
your child will attend. Check that school’s website for 
upcoming in-person registration dates.

Should you have any general questions or concerns 
pertaining to the online registration process, please do 
not hesitate to contact our central registration team at 
610-466-2400.

https://secure.infosnap.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=34387&culture=en
https://secure.infosnap.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=34387&culture=es
https://chesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=bfa396b2d6354918934008f983f09ec6


School Board Updates
The Coatesville Area School Board met on Tuesday, 
April 25, 2023. The full meeting agenda can be 
found here and you can watch the recording of the 
meeting here.

Alison Scheivert, Senior Class Representative, 
provided her report. You can hear that here.

Dr. Van Vooren provided her Superintendent’s 
Report. You can hear her report here.

There were three presentations at this meeting:

1. King’s Highway Elementary – Dr. Bridgette 
Miles

2. Financing Options for the Master Facilities 
Plan – RBC Capital Markets, LLC

3. 2023-2024 School District Budget Update –
Lori A. Diefenderfer

Public Comment can be heard here: [1] [2]

https://qstoppharmacy.com/covid-19-vaccine
http://www.coatesvilleyouthinitiative.org/
mailto:charlotte@coatesvilleyouthinitiative.org
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/coat/Board.nsf/Public
https://www.casdschools.org/domain/541
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=964
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=1224
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=1372
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=2719
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=2719
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=5151
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=723
https://youtu.be/azfHjY4ZxdA?t=5919
https://casds.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
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