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Dear Coatesville Area School District,
The District and School Board would like to thank our entire
community for the outpouring of help for Coatesville flood victims.
From arranging the opening of the Benner building as a central
donation collection and volunteer meeting site, to the innumerable
other ways people helped, the effort was truly incredible.
Thank you to our community organizations which are so vital in
getting this work done, to our School Board, administrative team,
and to every parent, student, and community member who
contributed.

Important
Upcoming Dates
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SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
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EARLY DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS
Wednesday, September 15th, 2021

Whether you donated supplies, helped to clean out homes,
supported grassroots funding efforts, or worked behind the scenes,
your contribution is appreciated. It is clear that we all care very
deeply for this community and support our community in a wide
variety of meaningful ways.
Sincerely,
Tomás Hanna, Superintendent
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Coatesville Strong

Last week, our community experienced widespread
devastation due to the flooding from Hurricane Ida.
Many families were impacted by this tragedy, and
everyone in the Coatesville Area School District is
keeping those affected in our thoughts as we work
towards healing.
In a matter of hours, the parking lot of the Benner
Building was filled with donations to support those
who suffered hardship as a result of the flooding. At
9:00am on Friday, September 3, several tables stood
ready to fill with clothes, food, and other necessary
items. By 12:00pm, those tables were overflowing as
seen here. This community came together quickly and
passionately to support their neighbors and it was a
humbling event to witness. We were so proud to see
many CASD students working to donate, collect, and
organize donations.
For those individuals who were unable to leave their
homes to retrieve donated items, community
members were filling up cars and making deliveries.
For those who needed assistance with home cleanout
and maintenance, volunteers were ready to help.
Reeceville Elementary Principal, Nikki Celotto, said,
“My heart was full, as I was so impressed with the
strength of our Coatesville community and how many
people gave up their time and resources to help our
families in need.”
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WELCOME
BACK
CASD
STUDENTS
We missed
you!
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20th Anniversary Memorial at East Fallowfield

Twenty years ago, our country experienced an unthinkable tragedy. September 11, 2001 is a date that will
live on in the hearts and memories of all Americans. Although many of us will never forget where we were
or how that day felt, our students were not there to experience it. Through conversation, compassion, and
understanding, we aim to help our students understand the gravity and importance of that day.

Each year, East Fallowfield Elementary holds a memorial in honor of Patriots’ Day. On Friday, September 10,
2021, the Big East family and several community representatives and first responders gathered to pay
tribute to those we lost on that fateful day and discuss what we have learned in the twenty years since.

“How we work with each other must be through caring, respect, love, friendship and support. That’s how
we get things done. When we do it that way, we are so much stronger.” – Tomás Hanna, Superintendent

Melissa Willis
Principal
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A Great Start at North Brandywine
North Brandywine Middle School welcomed a new cohort of 7th Grade students on Monday, August 30, 2021.
As students filed into their new school, they were ushered into the auditorium for their official welcome from
Principal Dr. Eugenia Roberts, Assistant Principal Dr. Wilson Lambert, and the rest of the North Brandywine
team. Students also heard a presentation from Darian Smith, Supervisor of Pupil Services, about why
attendance is important to having a successful school year.

Prior to the start of the school year, North teachers attended presentations led by keynote speaker, Mr.
Albert Jones. Jones serves as the Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer for Bloomsburg, Lock Haven,
and Mansfield Universities. He also held thirteen small group sessions entitled, “Are You Ready to Connect?
– Diversity and Inclusion.”
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Rainbow
Elementary
Honors Our First
Responders
Rainbow Elementary Principal
Maria Stauffer and Assistant
Principal Kerry Myers spoke with
students about Patriots’ Day. They
want to extend their sincere thank
you to all first responders!

CASD Alum, Cameron Smith,
Makes History
On June 18, 2021 at the OKC Mile, CASD 2017 graduate, Cameron
Smith, became the first African-American to podium in American
Flat Track History.
Cameron has been riding since the age of 5 and has worked hard to
get to where he is today. He credits his parents, who have always
supported him both mentally and physically.
Congratulations Cameron! Coatesville is
rooting for you every step of the way!

Caln Elementary Celebrates Patriots’ Day
On Friday, September 10, Caln students participated in
the Patriot Day Celebration by joining in and singing the
Star Spangled Banner, by listening to the meaning of
Patriot Day, honoring all the brave individuals from that
day, and learning about the connection that Coatesville
has. Students were able to learn about the steel tridents
that were still standing, after the destruction of the two
towers. They were able to learn that these steel tridents
were produced at Lukens Steel in Coatesville. They also
learned that the steel tridents are now on display
outside of The National Iron and Steel Heritage Museum
in Coatesville.
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Upcoming Acadience Testing in Grades K-7

The teachers and administrators in our district are committed to helping each child become a successful
reader. As part of this commitment, our district has chosen to use a test called Acadience Reading to help
us examine how each child is doing in learning important reading skills.
Acadience Reading is made up of six short individual tests. Because each test focuses on a different
reading skill, each child may be given two to four Acadience Reading tests depending on his or her grade
level. Assessments will be administered in grade K-7 during the month of September. Students will be
tested again in the winter and fall.
Each test is brief because the tests are used only as indicators. Much like using a thermometer to take a
child’s temperature is an indicator of overall health, each test is an indicator of how well a child is doing in
learning a particular early reading skill.
Acadience Reading is used to identify children who may need extra help to become good readers and to
check up on those children while they receive the extra help to make sure they are making progress.
Acadience Reading also may be used to make decisions about how well our school’s overall reading
program is working for all children.
We are working hard at school to make sure that every child is on target for success, and we thank you for
your efforts at home. The goal of the Coatesville Area School District is to ensure that every student
becomes a successful reader.

Upcoming MAP Testing in Grades 3-11

During the month of September, students in grades 3 through 11 will take tests called Measures of
Academic Progress® (MAP®). We give students MAP tests to determine each child’s instructional level and
to measure academic growth throughout the school year, and from year to year in the areas of reading and
mathematics. The MAP test is a computer-based assessment.
MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be appropriate for each child’s level of learning. As a result,
each student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing. And
with MAP tests, we can administer shorter tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed,
accurate information about each child’s growth.

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent Toolkit here.

Why are we using Acadience and NWEA-MAP?
Acadience Reading and NWEA-MAP allow teachers to look at student achievement
and performance through two different lenses. Acadience Reading is an on-level
assessment and tells us where students are performing in relation to grade level
benchmarks. NWEA-MAP is an instructional level assessment that tells us where
each student is instructionally (what they have learned and what they are ready
to learn).
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Cass Rowland of Big Boize BBQ

Many of you may know Cass Rowland, who works hard in our Facilities department
to keep our schools looking and operating at their best. What you may not know is
that he also has an immensely successful business, Big Boize BBQ Sauce, that he
started in May 2016. What started as a search for a traditional Southern-style
sauce after moving to the area from North Carolina, soon became a product that is
available in hundreds of locations including Giant Food Stores, Walmart, True Value, Christmas Tree Shops, Shady
Maple Farm Market, and numerous other stores. Rowland said, “People kept saying they love the sauce and I need to
do something with it, so I decided to investigate and I realized it was possible.”
Big Boize BBQ Sauce was inspired by both Northern and Southern styles. Rowland searched long and hard for a
traditional vinegar-based sauce that he was accustomed to having in the South, but was also influenced by the
Northern tradition of using molasses in barbecue sauce. By combining these styles, he was able to create a sauce
that was truly unique and appealed to a wider audience.
After a few short years in business, Rowland was honored by SCORE Chester and Delaware Counties as one of six
local businesses to win the 2019 Small Business Achievement Award. Rowland described this honor as one of the
most exciting things to happen in his over five years in business.
Another big moment in his business was when he was called to Bentonville, Arkansas to pitch his product to
Walmart. This was a huge opportunity for Rowland, and he was excited to be able to share it with his family. “It was a
nice trip for us. When I do mobile vending and stuff like that, my
family is always involved.”
There are so many ways to use this sauce, but if you need a little
extra inspiration, you can find Big Boize BBQ Sauce at Ruffini’s
Pronto Bistro in Thorndale, where they offer several menu items
featuring Rowland’s sauce. You can also click on any of the social
media links below to see delicious and innovative ways to start
bigboizebbqsauce.com
cooking!

Eagle Scout Service Project at East Fallowfield
East Fallowfield would like to
extend a Big East thank you
to Eagle Scout, Frankie and
his team! Frankie submitted
a proposal to the school
board to replace the steps
on a modular building in
addition to painting the
exterior and creating a
beautiful rock garden. We
are so thankful to Frankie
and his hard work!
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With a 35-27 victory over Perkiomen Valley, Matt Ortega becomes the all-time winningest Coach in
Coatesville Football History with a record of 118 - 29.

CONGRATULATIONS COACH ORTEGA!
The Reeceville 5th Grade Leaders

Fifth-graders at Reeceville Elementary came together on the first day of school to discuss how to develop
and practice good character. As the oldest students in the school, they are role models, and many of the
younger students look up to them. Fifth graders are learning and practicing responsibility, respectfulness,
and readiness throughout all areas of the building. The fifth-grade team looks forward to a fantastic year.
One of the main goals is to help the fifth graders acquire a solid grounding in good character that will help
them successfully make the transition to middle school next year.
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CASD In the News

East Fallowfield Elementary was featured
last week in a Daily Local News article
about Back to School! Check it out here.

Kiwi Yogurt Fundraiser
for CASH Student Council

Wednesday, September 22, 2021
3:00pm – 9:00pm
Kiwi Yogurt
243 Pottstown Pike
Exton, PA 19341
Please come out to support the CASH Student
Council and help them raise money for the proms.
Bring the attached flyer so that the students can
get credit for your purchase.
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If you or someone you know is interested in applying
to be a school bus driver, please
email jobs@krapf.com or call 484-999-2051.

APPLY HERE
APPLY HERE
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School Board Updates

Adopt a Teacher

Just a reminder that there are still time to
adopt a teachers and/or staff member! Make
sure to check the ‘Teacher Lists’ to see if the
staff member you want has already been
adopted.
If you are new to this program and would like
to learn more about how you can adopt, please
head over to the Adopt-a-Coatesville
Teacher Facebook Page or read more about
this program on their website. If you have any
questions about the program, you can also
email them at adopt-a-teacher@outlook.com.

Recognizing Raiders
We are so lucky in the Coatesville Area School
District to have some of the most dedicated and
caring teachers and staff in the world! This year,
we want to highlight a few of our favorite
teachers and staff who help us learn and grow
every day.
Nominations are welcome from anyone who
recognizes the excellence in someone who
dedicates their time to our schools and always
goes the extra mile! Please use the form below to
nominate someone to be recognized in our next
issue!
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION FORM
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The Coatesville Area School Board met on
Wednesday, September 8, 2021. The full meeting
agenda can be found here and you can watch the
recording here.

The purpose of the meeting was to consider and act
upon the appointment of a candidate to fill the
School Board vacancy for Region I occasioned by
the resignation of James Bookman.
Prior to the start of the meeting, one of the
candidates withdrew his name from consideration
and was removed from the agenda.
Harvel Brown was publicly interviewed by the
School Board, which can be viewed via the link
included above.
Brown has resided in Coatesville since 1952. He
graduated from Coatesville School District, as did
six of his children. He credits this district with
providing the education and background necessary
to support his accomplishments. Brown has served
in the military, on the police force, as the Dean of
Students at Downingtown Industrial School, as
Director of the Coatesville Community Center, as the
Director of the Housing Authority in Chester County,
as a Director of Social Work, and in various other
roles. He takes great pride in the Fatherhood
Program which he developed and describes in detail
on the meeting recording.
The Board of School Directors voted unanimously to
appoint Harvel Brown to fill the unexpired term in
Region I.
Gregory V. Hines, Magisterial District Judge,
administered the Oath of Office to the newly
appointed School Board Director. Congratulations to
Harvel Brown!
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