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Happy New Year to our CASD families!
As we embark on 2022, I want to remind everyone how thankful I am
for your support of our district and our efforts to maintain a safe and
healthy learning environment for our students and staff.
During the colder months, we have seen an uptick in reported COVID19 cases. We continue to closely monitor the guidance of the Chester
County Health Department and Center for Disease Control. At the
January 11 Special Board Meeting, the Board of School Directors
received an update on the Health and Safety Plan from the
administrative team. The Board will vote on the plan at January 25
Board Meeting. The Health and Safety Plan will incorporate the updated
guidance from the CDC and the tools provided by the Chester County
Health Department. Thank you for doing your part to help us as well.
I am very pleased that our transportation department and building
administrators collaborated to eliminate transfer points. After two full
weeks of implementation, I am happy to share that the transition was
very smooth. We continue to work with
families who have reached out and we are
grateful for their patience throughout the
process. Our transportation department is
now focused on upgrading our systems,
including training, to ensure routing for
the summer and the 2022-23 is completed
as efficiently as possible.
I would also like to recognize our Operations Director, Mr. Dan Pellegrin,
who has been instrumental in our efforts to improve our buildings and
facilities. Reeceville received new flooring in the gymnasium and CASH is
able to use their pool now that the liner has been replaced. The
operations team has been working tirelessly to address our building
concerns.
Thank you! Stay warm, stay healthy, and be kind!
Tomás Hanna, Superintendent
casdschools.org
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Important
Upcoming Dates
DISTRICT SCIENCE FAIR
Saturday, January 15, 2022

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY
(NO SCHOOL)
Monday, January 17, 2022

EARLY DISMISSAL
Wednesday, January 19, 2022
END OF 2ND MARKING PERIOD
Friday, January 21, 2022
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, January 25, 2022

@CoatesvilleASD

@CoatesvilleSDTV

CASH Students Hired Following Internship
In Issue 6 of Around Our Schools, we visited our CASH students at the Morgan Truck Welding Program,
where they spent their afternoons during the Fall 2021 semester learning welding skills that they could
carry into a lucrative career.
At the end of the program, students complete weld tests which certify that they are able to complete the
associated skills and tasks of a professional welder within the Morgan Truck Body company. The three
students who were featured in the previous article have completed the program and have all been offered
part-time employment while they complete their senior year coursework at CASH in the mornings.
If you are interested in learning more about this program and the benefits it can offer to you and your
future career, please get in touch with your Guidance Counselor. You must be at least 17 years of age to
participate.

Congratulations to Michael Estes, Nathanael Fink, and James Campbell!

CASD Celebrates 1 Million Math Questions
This year our district is piloting a supplemental tool, IXL, to provide students with increased opportunities
to practice their math skills. Teachers have appreciated the class and individual student reports that help
them track each student's progress and provide targeted instruction. Students benefit from the practice of
targeted skills, and they develop confidence as they track their progress. The tool encourages students to
set goals and to compete against themselves as they strengthen their mathematical skills.
Before students began their holiday break, the district passed the milestone of one million questions
answered! We celebrated this accomplishment in several secondary buildings by acknowledging the
students who led the scoreboard with a combination of questions answered and skills practiced.
Select students at CASH and the IHS enjoyed pizza parties, while Scott Sixth Grade leaders celebrated at
an ice cream social. We look forward to recognizing more students in the remaining months of the pilot
program.

Reeceville Elementary is Dressed for the Cold
On Wednesday, January 12, every Reeceville student
received a new, free winter coat though a generous
donation from Operation Warm and iPipeline. Each student
visited the coat fitting event which was held in Reeceville’s
library. Volunteers from iPipeline and Operation Warm
paired up with each Reeceville student to fit them for their
brand new coat. Guidance Counselor Diana Woodard said,
“We are extremely grateful for this opportunity to ensure
that each of our students can safely, and warmly, enjoy
this winter season.”
Heather Connolly, the Vice President of Partnerships at Operation Warm, kicked off the event by sharing
information about their mission. Operation Warm has been operating for 23 years and has gifted more than
4 million winter coats to children who need them. The organization also manufactures the coats they donate
to ensure they are high-quality and their donors’ dollars can help as many children as possible. iPipeline
has partnered with Operation Warm on several occasions and were on-site at Reeceville Elementary to assist
our students with finding the perfect new coat.

Reeceville Principal Nikki Celotto said, “I want to thank iPipeline and Operation Warm, who donated all of
these wonderful coats for our students, as well as the generous volunteers who are giving their time to be
here today.” Click here to learn more about Operation Warm and their mission to provide “more than a coat.”

School Board Retreat to Welcome New Members
This month, the School Board and the administrative team gathered for a retreat for our current and newly
elected board members to give them a “crash course” on the roles and responsibilities of key departments
and how they collaborate to support schools. In addition, directors discussed their goals, points of pride,
challenges and the ideal state for their department. Having a clear understanding of the impact to schools
of what the Board approves is important as board members evaluate their decision-making.

K-5 Students Make Strides in Reading Skills
K-5 students are piloting a new supplemental resource called Lexia Core5. Lexia Core5 is a fun, computerbased program that helps students improve their literacy skills. The activities in Core5 support and build
on the classroom curriculum and focus on developing reading skills in six areas: phonological awareness,
phonics, structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. CASD teachers monitor student
progress in Core5, using student and classroom level data to drive instruction and intervention,
accelerating student growth and progress. Since October, students have completed 165,000 units and
have learned 11,000 new skills. Over More than 250 students have moved from Below Grade Level
materials to In or Above Grade Level materials. Keep up the good work!

Kindergarten students and teachers deserve special recognition for improving the number of students
working on In or Above Level materials from 39% to 77%. Way to go!

Elementary Scientists
Over the last two weeks, our schools have been
hosting Science Fairs. Participating in a Science
Fair is a great opportunity for students to
investigate and complete the Scientific Inquiry
Process at home. Students who placed in their
building-level competitions will compete in the
District Science Fair tomorrow at CASH. Good luck
to everyone participating!

National School
Resource Officer Day
National School Resource Officer Day is
celebrated on January 9, and CASD would like to
recognize Chief Frank Galbraith for all he does to
ensure the safety of our students and staff. Chief
Galbraith maintains excellence and integrity when
it comes to engaging with our student population
and ensuring that the district is providing a safe
learning environment for all. Chief Galbraith has
been pivotal in establishing a Safe Schools
Taskforce with administration and developing
additional safety measures for our schools. He has
also partnered with agencies such as local police
departments, the Chester County District
Attorney's Office, the CCIU and Chester County
Juvenile Probation to develop and implement a
more holistic approach to handling student affairs
when it comes to public safety. Thank you, Chief
Galbraith, for all you do!
Click here to visit the CASD Police page on our website.

Vaccine & Testing Clinic
for Residents Ages 5+

We are excited to announce our districtwide Hour of
Code Event on February 2, 2022.
We live in a world surrounded by technology, and we
know that our students' career success will
increasingly depend on understanding how technology
works.
Our entire school district is joining in on the
international Hour of Code on February 2, 2022. More
than 100 million students worldwide have already
tried an Hour of Code.

Our Hour of Code is making a statement that the
Coatesville Area School District is ready to teach these
foundational 21st-century skills. We encourage you to
speak with your children about this great opportunity.
We are looking forward to sharing our students'
engagement in this event on February 2, 2022.

Click here to learn more about Hour of Code.

The Coatesville Area
School District will
partner with Woodlyn
Pharmacy to offer a
COVID-19 Vaccination
and PCR Testing Clinic
for CASD residents
aged 5 or older. There
is no charge. The primary
series vaccines and PCR
Testing will be administered by licensed health
care professionals. Choosing to get vaccinated not
only protects you from COVID-19 but it also helps
to reduce the risk of others contracting the virus
as well.
The Clinic will be held in the Coatesville Area
Senior High School auditorium lobby. Please click
links below to schedule your appointment.

Booster or Primary Series Vaccine:
January 31, 2022, 4pm – 7:30 pm
Registration link with preferred language option:
https://hipaa.jotform.com/220114381953147
PCR Testing: January 31, 2022, 4pm – 7:30 pm
Registration link with preferred language option:
https://hipaa.jotform.com/220114680392146
Please note that date, time, and registration link
for second dose of primary series vaccines will be
provided later.
All participants will be required to remain in high
school auditorium for 15 minutes following
administration of the vaccine for observation. If
you’re under the age of 18 you must be
accompanied to appointment by parent or legal
guardian.
Thank you for your help in keeping our community
safe and healthy.

CASH Pool Gets a Makeover
The Coatesville Area High School pool liner was at the end of its useful life, at nearly its 15-year life
expectancy. Coatesville’s Facilities Director Dan Pellegrin researched manufacturers of pool liners and
made some visits to similar pools. A company was selected as low bidder and installation has been
completed. The pool looks great and is ready for swimmers.

BEFORE

AFTER

Cyber Academy Spreads Warmth
The Coatesville Cyber Academy's students and staff collected gloves, hats and scarves prior to winter
break and were overjoyed to donate them to the GRANDFamily Connections of Chester County. The items
donated will keep many children throughout our community warm this winter!

Recognizing Raiders: Employee Spotlights
We are so lucky in the Coatesville Area School District to have some of the most dedicated and caring teachers and staff in
the world! This year, we want to highlight a few of our favorite teachers and staff who help us learn and grow every day.

Charlene Coppadge
Caln Elementary

Bryan Wise
North Brandywine MS

Nominated by Caln Parent Nathaniel Sangster

Nominated by North Brandywine Parent Brittany Bolton

“My child continues to blossom under the tutelage
of Mrs. Coppadge. Even though my child is on the
younger side, Mrs. Coppadge has helped her adapt
seamlessly to the classroom setting. Not only am I
impressed with all that my child is learning, I am
impressed with the holistic growth that she
exhibits on a daily basis. We are certainly grateful
for Mrs. Coppadge, and for all the educators,
administrators and staff at Caln Elementary.”

“Mr. Wise is the true definition of excellence. He
goes above and beyond for his students. I have
noticed this since my daughter had him in
elementary school. So, when I realized she would
have him again I was thrilled because I already
knew he wouldn’t disappoint. And he didn’t! This
year he saw that my daughter was getting bored in
her studies and was dedicated to pushing her to
excel. He didn’t just say it, he called me within a
week and had worked out a way for her to be moved
up to honors classes so she could be challenged
academically. I am touched that he takes such
interest in how his students are doing and does
everything in his power to see them be the best
version of themselves. I would let him teach my
daughter for the rest of her school career if I could
because I would know that she is in good hands!”

Recognizing Raiders
Nominations are welcome from anyone who
recognizes the excellence in someone who
dedicates their time to our schools and always
goes the extra mile! Please use the form below to
nominate someone to be recognized in our next
issue!
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION FORM

CASD Welcomes New
Bilingual Family Liaison

Kindergarten Registration
2022-2023 School Year
Welcome Class of 2035!
Kindergarten pre-registration is officially open!
The Coatesville Area School District is so excited to
begin its partnership with you to prepare your child
for his or her future. A child's early years are the
foundation for success both academically and
emotionally. The kindergarten registration process
can be completed online. Please access the 20222023 Kindergarten Pre-Registration form by clicking
on links below:
English

Spanish

In addition to basic information about your child,
please be prepared to upload copies of the following
documents:
· Birth Certificate
· Immunization Records
· Proof of Residency
CASD welcomes Jaime Estrada as the new
Bilingual Family Liaison. In addition to visiting
schools, Mr. Estrada will be helping throughout
the district with translations, outreach, and any
barriers families may encounter with their
children's education.
CASD’s goal is to be able to efficiently
communicate any information about a student's
educational process, as well as continue to
strengthen the connection between parents and
the School District.
Contact Mr. Estrada:
Coatesville Administrative Building
3030 C. G. Zinn Road Thorndale, PA 19372
Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm
610-466-2400 Extension 82430
estrada-zuritaj@casdchools.org

Please click here to determine which Elementary
School your child will attend.
Coatesville Area School District Elementary Schools
· Caln Elementary: 610-383-3760
· East Fallowfield Elementary: 610-383-3765
· King’s Highway Elementary: 610-383-3775
· Rainbow Elementary: 610-383-3780
· Reeceville Elementary: 610-383-3785
Should you have any general questions or concerns
pertaining to the online registration process, please
do not hesitate to contact our central registration
team at 610-466-2400.

The Impact of Charter School Funding
The Coatesville Area School District recently
received a request to pay two Charter Schools
nearly $5 million dollars based on a belief that
CASD underpaid them during the last school year.
We fundamentally disagree and plan to address
this. Under the terms of Pennsylvania Charter
School Law, the request made by the two Charter
Schools could lead to funds being redirected from
the CASD budget to the Charter schools. This was
an unexpected request that was not budgeted for this 2021-2022 fiscal year and would be detrimental to
the operations of the CASD. The District is firm in its belief that the charter schools’ legal position is clearly
contrary to law, and the District will take the necessary steps to protect its interests and the interests of the
residents of the District. While are hopeful that a resolution will be reached, the District will be steadfast in
protecting its rights and interests.

As we continue to take on the issue of fair funding, our intent is to ensure law makers are reminded how
the Charter School Law adversely impacts the District and your child’s education. You can also click here to
write to your local legislators requesting support in this matter. It’s simple, enter your contact information
and your letter will be automatically sent to your corresponding legislative office. For more information on
this topic please visit the Fair Funding section of our website by clicking here.

Sign Up or Opt-Out
of CASD Text Alerts
Sign up for text messaging from the
Coatesville Area School District to receive
information about weather cancelations or
delays and other important district-wide
updates. You can participate by sending a
text message of “Y” or “Yes” to 67587. You
can also opt out of these messages at any
time by simply replying to one of our
messages with “Stop”.

Please join us for our District Science Fair!
Saturday, January 15, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
CASH Cafeteria

Adopt a Teacher
Just a reminder that there is still time to adopt a
teacher and/or staff member. Make sure to check
the ‘Teacher Lists’ to see if the staff member you
want has already been adopted.
If you are new to this program and would like to
learn more about how you can adopt, please head
over to the Adopt-a-Coatesville Teacher Facebook
Page or read more about this program on
their website. If you have any questions about the
program, you can also email them at adopt-ateacher@outlook.com.

School Board Updates
The Coatesville Area School Board met on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022. The full meeting agenda can be
found here and you can watch the recording here.
Lynn Mancinelli, Administrator on Assignment for
Math and Science Curriculum, presented on the
Core Program Evaluation Process. That presentation
can be found here.
Superintendent Tomás Hanna and Lori Diefenderfer,
Director of Business Administration, presented a
2022-2023 School District Budget Update. That
presentation can be found here.
Six policies were approved during the meeting:
1.

Policy 209.1 Food Allergy Management

2.

Policy 209.2 Diabetes Management

3.

Policy 210.1 Possession/Administration of
Asthma Inhalers/Epinephrine

4.

Policy 216 Student Records

5.

Policy 216.1 Supplemental Discipline Records
(Reporting and Discipline Records Retention)

6.

Policy 236.1 Threat Assessment

Superintendent Tomás Hanna made a presentation
regarding Review and Discussion of the following
policies: 204 Attendance, 212 Reporting Student
Progress, 215 Retention and Promotion
(Acceleration), and 217 Graduation. That
presentation can be viewed on the meeting
recording here.

Superintendent Hanna also provided an update on
the District Health and Safety Plan. That
presentation can be viewed here. The Board
will vote on the plan at January 25 Board Meeting.
The Health and Safety Plan will incorporate the
updated guidance from the CDC and the tools
provided by the Chester County Health Department.

